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EDITOR'S LETTER

Theory of Evervthing

If investments in other areas are bringing you down, the art market might lift your mood. That's not because it's bucking
the global downturn but, as the adage goes, if you can't turn a profit on a canvas, at least you can look at it with love.

There's quite a bit to look at lovingly during the city's art week at the end of this month, when Art Basel lands in
Hong Kong for the fifth year running, bringing with it oodles of artists, artworks, exhibitions, talks and. of course,
parties. The quantity of work is growing, but there has also been a happy expansion in variety.

So while you're sure to find a Hirst spot painting or two dotting the fair, you may also stumble upon the
manifestation of Abigail Reynolds’ exploration of the Silk Road with her Bolex camera (page 18) or a giant bronze-
and-clay sculpture by Johan Creten (page 26). Do also look out for unusual set-ups (page 16), whether a museum-
quality ink piece that isn't for sale or a video installation you're not sure you'd even be comfortable owning.

What we're hearing from art insiders and experts is that the creative world is more multifarious than ever, and
we can't wait to see what's been brewing. After a few fog-related mishaps, Art Basel in Hong Kong has switched its
annual ICC building light installation for a provocative tram piece, bringing art to the masses, quite literally via public
transportation. And we can't wait to see Adrian Wong's site-specific piece that transposes the tacky eponymous
creature from Tiger Balm Garden into an artistic deconstruction of Hong Kong's self-positioning as a cultural capital.

And while local art organisers have long struggled between promoting home-grown talent and bringing in
overseas institutions with their ability to lend credibility, the Duddell’s collaboration with the Biennale of Sydney
on an exhibition featuring both Australian and Asian artists seems to satisfy both requirements neatly, and should
make for interesting viewing - though, as artist Tomokazu Matsuyama tells us in his interview (page 22), ours is
no longer a world split into East or West, rather it's a series of layers flattened into one plane.

It's our hope that we've provided you with a thoughtful selection of layers in this year's supplement, which,
merged, express our unwaning enthusiasm for the world of art in any medium, market or mentality.
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Christina Ko, Editorial Director
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